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Abstract
The relationship between science and theology represents one of the significant themes of contemporary interdisciplinary research, particularly in a context in which the development of the natural sciences raises new questions concerning the origin, structure, and meaning of existence. The present study examines this issue through the contributions of John Polkinghorne and Arthur Peacocke, two important representatives of the contemporary dialogue between science and theology within the Anglican tradition. The choice of these two authors is motivated both by the relevance of their contributions and by the distinctive ways in which each draws upon his scientific background in developing his theological thought.
The study explores how Polkinghorne and Peacocke conceptualize the relationship between scientific and theological knowledge, as well as the implications of their approaches for understanding creation and God’s action in the world. Polkinghorne’s perspective is examined in relation to physics, cosmology, the rationality of the universe, the question of causality, and the concept of continuous creation, while Peacocke’s theological reflection is approached from the perspectives of biology, evolutionary theory, natural processes, and the ways in which God’s presence and activity may be understood within a world characterized by continual becoming. The research highlights both the points of convergence between the two authors and the differences in emphasis and methodology that distinguish their respective approaches.
An essential dimension of the study consists in the critical evaluation of these perspectives from the standpoint of Orthodox theology. The ideas of the two authors are examined in relation to the main principles of Patristic theology and the teaching of the Church, with the aim of identifying those elements that may contribute to the development of an authentic dialogue between science and theology, as well as those aspects that require correction, qualification, or careful theological reconsideration. A particular contribution of the research lies in the comparative approach to the two authors and in relating their reflections to the theological interpretation of the biblical account of creation. The analysis of the days of creation is carried out by bringing together the biblical text, Patristic interpretations, insights provided by contemporary science, and the perspectives developed by Polkinghorne and Peacocke. This approach makes it possible to identify ways in which the findings of scientific research may be brought into dialogue with the theology of creation, without conflating distinct modes of knowledge or reducing theology to scientific explanations.
Consequently, the thesis proposes an approach to the dialogue between science and theology that is oriented not only toward clarifying the relationship between the two fields, but also toward identifying its implications for contemporary Christian mission. The research emphasizes the need for a dialogue grounded both in the rigor of scientific knowledge and in fidelity to the Tradition and teaching of the Church, with a view to articulating a Christian witness capable of responding to the challenges posed by a culture deeply shaped by science and technology.
